[Transparietal pulmonary puncture in the diagnosis of excavated pulmonary masses. Apropos of 18 cases].
The aetiological diagnosis of excavated pulmonary opacities is sometimes uneasy, hovering between squamous cell carcinoma and abscess. Normal results at bronchoscopy and two weeks of antibiotic therapy do not always provide a definite answer. The authors report 18 cases of such excavated masses and conclude that transparietal needle aspiration can establish the diagnosis provided some technical procedures are followed and the samples obtained are examined by skilled cytologists.